One of the highlights of our recent Chapter activities was the March 16th Dinner Meeting.  Take a look at the photos elsewhere in this newsletter.  I want to thank Rose Coggeshall for making all the arrangements, getting door prizes, and sending out reminders.  Winston Brown handled signing in the guests the night of the dinner and recording minutes.  You might be interested to know that three guests (not Chapter members) were DEP employees.  More DEP interaction I think is a good thing.  After dinner, John Murray explained some of the pitfalls of mold recognition and testing.  You could tell he was speaking from a number of personal experiences.  Nick Zackeo spoke about the CHMM credential and its importance to Connecticut stormwater permitting and aquifer protection.  Yes, we are not a social club, but we can provide essential services.  If you, or someone you know, would like to present a topic at one of our meetings, please let me know.  
One of the things in my address to the group was to explain how members can get involved in Chapter activities.  I handed out a list of activities and their points of contact.  I’m including it in this newsletter below for reference by those of you who did not get a copy.  Keep it handy even if you need a question answered.  Speaking of getting involved, I want to congratulate CT Chapter member, Joe Golden, who has been appointed Chairman of the new Homeland Security Committee of the ACHMM.  This is a new national committee that whose purpose is to determine ways that the Academy and its members can help in the deterrence of, protection from, and response to terrorist threats.  I received an email message indicating that they are looking for participation.  You may communicate your interest with a brief bio to academy@achmm.org .
Attendees, look in your mailbox for a letter confirming your attendance at the March Meeting toward earning Certification Maintenance Points.  Yes, it was worth your while to attend Chapter events for a number of reasons including the neat door prizes.

My thanks to John Rie, Paul Simonetta, Larry Secor, David Jermakian, Winston Brown, and Nick Zackeo who ran the Chapter Booth at the CBIA conference on March 31st.  I heard the conference was lightly attended but our booth got enough interest to give away most of our literature.  Winston was a good sport in that he managed to deliver the booth containers to the conference in his vehicle which was full of his work equipment.  Thanks for “fitting us in”, Winston.  John and Winston again successfully thwarted disaster as they were able to erect the booth without written directions.
Looking ahead, our May 6th breakfast meeting is proposed for presenting a topic related to waste management since that was the number one seminar topic in our 2004 survey.  Unfortunately, I have not received any proposals for presenters.  Send me your suggestions right away otherwise you may have to settle for what the Board thinks you want to hear about.

Also, every year at the ACHMM National Conference, an award is given for the chapter that has the most attendees.  If you want to earn that one, please sign up to attend.  This year’s conference is in St. Louis, September 25-29.  More information is at www.achmm.org.  Our very own, John Murray, will be a presenter at the conference.  If you are attending or wish to attend as our chapter representative, please contact me….or Meet Me in St. Louis…(isn’t that a line from a song??)
Elsa Payne, CHMM

President

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MEMBER PARTICIPATION IN 2005

•
April 25-27 – Guest  Lecturer for CHMM Review Class 


POC:  John Murray   john.l.murray@bhs.org
•
Board of Directors Planning Meetings- Olympia Diner- First Friday of every month at 8:30 am


POC:  Elsa Payne  epayne@paidc.ars.usda.gov
•
Volunteer in presenting at a Seminar 


POC:  John Rie    jr@cbrsinc.com
•
Help to set up Seminar


POC:  John Rie    jr@cbrsinc.com
•
Write article for newsletter


POC:  Rose Coggeshall  rosecog@sbcglobal.net

•
Volunteer for Website Committee 


POC:  Paul Simonetta   psimonetta@tritonenvironmental.com

•
Attend ACHMM National Conference Sept 25-29 as Chapter representative


POC:  Elsa Payne  epayne@piadc.ars.usda.gov
•
Nominate yourself or another to serve as Officers  in November  


POC:
Winston Brown   brownwd@nu.com
•
Help with regulatory updates or other regulatory issues


POC:  Matt Twerdy   mtwerdy@fando.com
•
Help with membership development 


POC:  John Murray   john.l.murray@bhs.org

